CITY  OF  LIVERPOOL. 


EDUCATION  COMMITTEE. 

__ - - - <>♦>- - - — 


ON  THK 


INSPECTION  OF  SCHOOL  CHILD;  : 

FOR  T H  E  YEAR 

191®. 

WITH  OBSERVATIONS  OR  TO  MAY,  81st,  1080. 


BY 


E.  W.  HOPE,  O.B.E.,  M.D.,  D.Sc., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  Medical  Officer  to  the  Education  Authority 


(Submitted  to  the  Education  Committee  at  its  meeting  on  the 

Z8lh  June,  1920). 


C.  TnUANQ  &  Co.,  Ltd., 


LIVERPOOL 

Printing  Contractors,  Victoria  Stiuckt. 


0.49032(07942)1  &  0. 


1  9  2  0  . 


INDEX 


Absentees,  Supervision  of  ... 

Adenoids 
Care  Committees 
Cleansing  of  School  Children 
Clinics 

Clothing  and  Footgear 
Defective  Vision 

„  „  Special  Class 

Dental  Treatment 
„  Helpers 

Employment  of  School  Children 
Exclusions  from  School 
Female  Sanitary  Stall 
Following  up 
Infectious  Diseases  ... 

Invalid  Children’s  Association 

Minor  Ailments  . 

Notices  to  Parents  re  Defects 
Number  of  Children  Examined 
Nurses 

Nutrition  . 

Phthisis 

Re-visits  to  Schools  (R '-Inspections 
Ringworm 

Scabies  . 

School  Attendance  Officers 
School  Dentists 
School  Medical  Staff. 

School  Nurses 
Special  Cases 
Teeth  ... 

Tonsils 
Troatmont 
Tuberculosis  ... 

Verminous  Children  . 

Vision 

Appendix — 

A. — Statistical  Tables  for  Board  of  Education- 


B.- 


4.  9 


PA  OK 

9 
1G 
11 

13 
3  to  1G 

5 

14 

7 

15 
15 
11 

8 

5,  11 
11 
17 
11 
13 
10 
3 
5 
5 
7 

12 

C 

G 

9, 11 
15 
3,4 
5 
3 
15 
1G 
13 
7 
13 
7,  W 


Numbers  Inspected  ... 

... 

.  18 

Return  of  Defects 

.  19 

Exceptional  Children 

.  20 

Treatment  of  Defects 

21 

Inspection  and  Treatment  Return... 

22 

Dental  Treatment 

.  23 

ort  on  Physical  Training  ... 

... 

24  to  27 

CITY  OF  LIVERPOOL. 


EDUCATION  COMMITTEE. 


REPORT  of  the  MEDICAL  OFFICER  to  the 
Education  Authority  for  the  Year  ended 
31st  December,  1919. 

■ - -t- - 

The  Medical  Officer  begs  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  of  the  work 
of  the  School  Medical  Department  for  the  year  ended  the  31st 
December,  1919. 

The  average  number  of  children  on  the  school  rolls  during  the 
calendar  year  was  137,430,  the  average  attendance  being  118,753,  or 
8G.4  per  cent.,  as  compared  with  .118,214,  or  8G.2  per  cent,  in  1918. 

The  Medical  Officers  have  at  the  routine  inspections  examined 
27,890  children,  of  whom  15,933  were  entrants,  and  11,957  were 
leavers;  whilst  in  addition  4,436  special  cases  presenting  defects 
of  various  kinds  were  also  examined  by  arrangement. 

The  severe  outbreak  of  influenza  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year 
necessitated  the  closure  of  the  schools  for  four  weeks,  and  interfered 
considerably  with  the  work  of  medical  inspection. 

The  cessation  of  hostilities  allowed  the  return  to  their  duties  in 
March  of  Drs.  Hannah,  Clarke,  Seddon  and  Anderson,  and  the 
services  of  certain  of  the  temporary  medical  staff  were  then 
dispensed  with.  Dr.  Clarke,  however,  subsequently  received  an 
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appointment  -as  Assistant  Tuberculosis  Officer  under  the  Hospitals 
Committee,  and  Dr.  Hannah  and  Hr.  Scddon  resigned  at  the  end 
of  the  year.  Vacancies  were  filled  by  the  appointment  of  Dr. 
Blanche  Smart,  Dr.  S.  It.  Richardson,  Dr.  Eileen  Chambers,  and 
Dr.  Dorothy  Hewitt.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  medical  staff 
consisted  of  9  whole-time  permanent  officers,  1  whole-time 
temporary  officer,  and  4  half-time  temporary  officers. 

The  three  part-time  School  Dentists  resumed  duty  in  March  after 
return  from  Military  Service,  the  dental  staff  at  the  end  of  the  year 
consisting  of  1  whole-time  and  3  part-time  dentists. 

The  Service  members  of  the  clerical  staff  also  returned  to  duty 
early  in  the  year. 

Two  new  Minor  Ailments  Clinics,  one  at  Erskine  Street  and  one 
at  Old  Swan,  were  opened  in  May,  but  suitable  promises  had  not 
up  to  the  end  of  the  year  been  found  for  the  other  Minor  Ailments 
Clinics  and  for  the  additional  Dental  Clinics  contemplated  by  the 
Committee. 


The  Eye  Clinic  at  Old  Swan  had  to  be  closed  in  July  owing  to  the 
Clinic  premises  being  required  for  other  purposes,  and  temporary 
arrangements  had  to  be  made  for  the  treatment  of  the  cases  in  this 
suburb. 

At  the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  the  Board  of  • 
Education,  an  enquiry  is  being  made  into  the  number  of  children 
belonging  to  tbe  City  who  are  suffering  from  certain  crippling- 
diseases  (including  -surgical  tuberculosis,  paralysis,  various 
deformities,  severe  heart  conditions,  rickets  or  other  serious 
disabilities),  and  into  the  methods  of '  treatment  and  education 
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available  for  these  children.  The  enquiry  has  not  yet  been 
completed,  but  it  is  anticipated  that  the  numbers  will  reach  between 
2,000  and  3,000  children. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  for  several  additional  Minor 
Ailments  Clinics  and  Dental  Clinics  to  be  opened  in  1020,  but,  in 
order  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Education  Act  of 
1918,  it  will  be  necessary  to  establish  several  further  Clinics  in  the 
near  future. 

School  Nurses. 

The  whole  of  the  work  of  School  Nursing-  has  been  carried  out 
by  the  female  staff  of'  the  Health  Committee,  with  the  exception 
of  the  visitation  of  the  Garston  Schools  and  the  work  of  the  Minor 
Ailments  Clinics  at  Garston  and  at  the  North  Corporation  School, 

where  the  work  is  done  by  tlie  staff  of  the  Garston  and  of  the 
Liverpool  District  Nursing  Association,  respectively. 

The  Health  Committee’s  staff  working  for  the  Education 
Authority  has  been  from  time  to  time  increased,  and  at  the  end 
of  the  year  numbered  3-1. 

Clothing  and  Footgear. 

The  figures  for  unsuitability  of  clothing  and  footgear  remain 
much  about  the  same  as  in  1918.  535  routine  cases  and  4T  special 

cases  were  noted  by  the  Female  Staff  for  home  visitation. 

Nutrition. 

The  general  condition  of  the  children  with  regard  to  nutrition 
continues  fairly  satisfactory.  Very  few  cases  of  underfeeding  have 
been  reported  by  the  staff. 
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Ringworm. 

The  numbers  of  school  children  reported  during  the  year  as  new 
cases  of  ringworm  of  the  scalp  were  524,  but.  95  turned  out  not  to 
be  cases  of  ringworm,  the  majority  of  these  being  alopecia  areata. 
There  were,  therefore,  429  actual  cases,  as  compared  with  39S  in 

1918. 

At  the  end  tof  the  year  there  were  approximately  244  children 
away  from  school  on  account  of  this  disease,  as  compared  with  249 
at  the  end  of  1918,  and  25G  at  the  end  of  1917. 

Of  these  outstanding  cases,  74  were  less  than  three  months  in 
duration,  54  between  three  and  six  months,  54  between  six  and 
nine  months,  30  between  nine  and  twelve  months,  whilst  in  28 
cases  the  disease  had  lasted  for  more  than  one  year,  but  less  than 
two  years,  and  four  had  suffered  for  more  than  two  years. 

Reported  eases  of  ringworm  of  the  body  shew  a  decrease,  tiro 
number  being  441  as  compared  with  594  in  1918. 

X-Ray  Cmnic.  During  the  year  108  new  cases  were  treated  at. 
the  X-Ray  Clinic,  compared  with  105  in  1918,  and  71  in  1917,  but 
in  that  year  the  Clinic  was  open  for  seven  months  only. 

There  is  still  considerable  objection  on,  the  part  of  parents  to 
X-Ray  treatment,  and  the  large  majority  of  the  cases  treated  had 
already  had  the  ordinary  methods  of  treatment  tried  without 
success. 

During  the  War,  difficulty  had  been  experienced  in  getting 
satisfactory  X-Ray  tubes,  the  ones  made  in  this  country  having 
proved  to  be  inferior  to  those  formerly  obtained  from  abroad. 
More  recently,  however,  the  tubes  made  in  this  country  have 
improved  considerably. 

Scabies. 

This  disease  continued  to  he  very  prevalent  amongst  school 
children,  1,101  cases  being  reported  during  the  year  as  compared 
with  1,179  in  1918  and  851  in  1917. 
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Jt  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  no  steps  have  yet  been  taken  by 
the  various  Committees  concerned  to  provide  treatment  Centres  for 
the  numerous  eases  of  this  disease,  whether  amongst  adults  or 
amongst  children.  With  proper  treatment  the  children  could 
usually  be  cured  in  about  ten  days,  instead  of  being  away  from 
school  for  six  months  or  more  as  is  frequently  the  case.  As  pointed 
out  in  the  last  Annual  Report,  the  increased  gain  in  Government 
Grant  would  largely,  if  no!  entirely,  pay  for  the  cost  of  the  treat¬ 
ment: 


Defective  Vision  Classes. 

The  two  classes  held  at  the  Birclifield  Road  Council  School 
continue  to  shew  satisfactory  results. 

The  Education  Committee  sanctioned  in  1918  the  opening  of 
further  classes,  but  these  classes  have  not  been  opened.  At  the 
end  of  1919,  there  were  213  names  on  the  list  of  cases  which  should 
be  admitted  to  such  classes;  many  of  these  were  urgent  cases  but 
ineligible,  by  reason  of  lack  of  accommodation,  distance  or  other 
disability,  for  admission  to  the  classes  at  Birchfield  Road. 
Pending  admission  to  such  classes,  the  children  on  the  waiitng  list 
are  required  to  omit  all  near  work  at  the  school. 

b 

Tuberculosis. 

At  the  routine  examinations  of  the  children,  only  3  definite  cases 
and  41  doubtful  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  reported, 
or  O'Ol  per  cent,  and  0 ' 1 5  per  cent,  respectively,  these  figures  being 
the  final  figures  after  the  children  had  been  examined  by  the 
Tuberculosis  Officers,  or  after  re-examination  by  the  School 
Medical  Officers.  The  routine  examinations  also  brought  to  light 
21  cases  of  tubercular  glands  and  19  other  cn?  <  of  other  forms  of 
tuberculosis,  a  total  of  84  actual  or  suspected  cases,  or  0'3  per  cent. 

Amongst  the  special  cases  examined  at  the  schools,  C  cases  of 
suspected  phthisis,  5  of  glandular  tuberculosis,  and  4  of  other  forms 
of  tuberculosis  were  discovered. 
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During  the  year,  132  doubtful  or  actual  cases  of  tuberculosis 
were  referred  for  further  examination  to  the  Tuberculosis  Depart¬ 
ment,  a  decrease  of  G1  on  the  number  referred  in  1918. 

It  will  be  seen  from  Table  III  in  the  Appendix  that  the  total 
numbers  of  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  under  observation  are 
389,  all  of  whom  are  excluded  from  school;  the  numbers  of  cases  of 
non -pul  mo  nary  tuberculosis  known  to  the  Department,  excluding' 
the  milder  degrees  of  tuberculous  glands,  are  378,  of  which  174 
whose  physical  condition  enables  them  to  do  so,  are  attending 
Public  Elementary  Schools,  and  73  are  attending  Physically 
Defective  School 


Exclusions  from  School. 

During  the  year  1,218  cases  were  excluded  by  the  School  Medical 
Officers  during  the  course  of  their  inspections  owing  to  the  following 


various  defects:  — 

Eye  disease  ...  ..  *...  289 

Scabies  ...  ...  ...  ...  309 

Ringworm  of  scalp  ...  ...  82 

Ringworm  of  body  ...  ...  59 

Other  skin  diseases  ...  ...  220 

Infectious  diseases  ...  ...  05 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms)  ...  42 

Pediculosis  ...  ...  ...  30 

Otorrhoea  ...  ...  ...  3 

Miscellaneous  defects  ...  ...  107 


Total  ...  1,218 
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Supervision  of  Absentees. 

Absentees  from  school  on  medical  grounds  are  examined  at  13 
Inspection  Clinics,  usually  on  Saturday  mornings,  and  the 
following  table  indicates  the  types  of  cases  and  the  results  of  the 
examinations.  Some  of  the  cases  were  examined  at  the  special 
request  of  the  School  Attendance  Department  with  a  view  to  legal 
proceedings  for  non-attendance  at  school.  The  figures,  however, 
do  not  include  children  examined  at  Minor  Ailments  Clinics. 


Table  I. 


Defect. 

Children 
re¬ 
admitted 
to  School. 

*  No.  of  exa¬ 
minations  of 
children  not 
re-admitted 
to  School. 

*  Total 
Examina¬ 
tions. 

Ringworm  of  Scalp  . 

458 

1.057 

1,515 

Phthisis  and  supposed  phthisis  . 

198 

415 

613 

Tuberculosis  (other  forms)  . 

137 

2G5 

402 

Other  chest  conditions  . 

100 

171 

271 

Scabies  . 

51 

9G 

147 

Impetigo  . 

23 

41 

64 

Other  skin  conditions  . 

57 

49 

106 

Eye  diseases  . 

40 

188 

228 

Anaemia  and  debility  . 

120 

258 

378 

Heart  defects  . 

25 

107 

132 

Nervous  diseases  . 

4G 

124 

170 

Tonsils  and  adenoids  . 

13 

20 

38 

Ear  diseases  . 

17 

40 

67 

Injuries  and  deformities  . 

5 

19 

24 

Rheumatism  . 

19 

45 

64 

Miscellaneous  . 

71 

180 

251 

No  defect  found  . 

19 

— 

10 

Totals  . 

1,404 

3,075 

4,479 

*  These  figures  indicato  several  examinations  of  certain  of  the  children. 
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NUMBER  OF  CHILDREN  CONCERNING  WHOM 
DIRECTIONS  WERE  GIVEN  FOR  THE 
TREATMENT  OF  DEFECTS. 


This  can  best  be  seen  by  the  following  table  of  printed  notices  to 
parents  relating  to  various  defects  discovered  during  the  course 
of  the  medical  inspection  of  the  scholars;  — 

Table  II. 


Defect. 

First' 

Notices. 

Second 

Notices. 

Third 

Notices. 

Fourth 

and 

subsequent 

Notices. 

Totals. 

Defective  Vision  : — 

A. — Untreated  cases . 

2,749 

376 

130 

52 

3,307 

B. — Previously  treated  cases; 

- 

i.  Glasses  lost,  broken,  or 

unsuitable . 

1,581 

18 

2 

— 

1,601 

ii.  Glasses  not  being  worn 

1,280 

147 

27 

4 

1,464 

Eye  Conditions  . 

399 

36 

7 

3 

445 

Defective  Hearing  . . 

07 

4 

1 

— 

72 

Otorrlicea  . 

307 

41 

21 

8 

377 

Other  Ear  Conditions . ,. 

247 

91 

18 

13 

309 

Enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids 

1,403 

289 

100 

88 

1,880 

Mouth  Breathing . 

1,674 

205 

51 

26 

1,950 

Dofectivo  Teeth  : — 

A. — Referred  by  School 

Medical  Officers  . 

5,982 

2,341 

839 

558 

9,720 

B. — Referred  by  School 

1 

Dentists . . 

10,539 

— 

— 

— 

10,539 

Anaemia  . 

290 

26 

— 

— 

316 

Skin  Conditions  . 

114 

6 

4 

— 

124 

Chest  . 

76 

1 

— 

— 

77 

41 

3 

1 

1 

40 

Other  Defects  . 

345 

57 

16 

12 

430 

Totals . 

27,100 

3,641 

1,217 

765 

32,723 
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HOME  CIRCUMSTANCES,  &c. 


Employment  of  Children. 

Since  1916,  when  the  closing  time  for  shops  was  restricted  by 
Government  Regulations,  the  number  of  cases  of  illegal  employ¬ 
ment  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officers  has  been 
negligible,  the  numbers  for  1918  and  1919  being  16  and  IT 
respectively. 

In  August  the  duties  of  supervising  the  employment  of  school 
children  were  transferred  from  the  staff  of  the  Health  to  that  of  the 
Education  Committee. 

During  the  year  new  Bye-laws  under  the  Education  Act,  1918, 
regarding  the  employment  of  school  children  were  drawn  up  by 
the  Education  Committee,  but  they  have  not  yet  been  approved 
by  the  Home  Office. 

The  Sections  of  the  Act  and  the  Bye-laws  proposed  will  impose 
additional  duties  upon  the  medical  staff,  but!  will  result  in  a  more 
satisfactory  control  of  the  health  of  school  children  who  may  be 
employed. 

“FOLLOWING  UP.” 


Visits  to  the  Homes. 

The  School  Attendance  Officers  continue  to  visit  the  homes  in 
connection  with  the  diseases  for  which  the  Committee  have 
provided  Clinics,  whilst  the  Female  Sanitary  Staff  have  dealt  with 
the  majority  of  the  remaining  cases  requiring  medical  treatment, 
a  proportion  of  these  latter  cases  being  referred  to  certain  School 
Care  Committees.  Nearly  250  cases  were  referred  during  the  year 
to  the  Invalid  Children’s  Association,  which  has  rendered  great 
help  in  providing  convalescent  treatment,  surgical  appliances, 
medicine  or  extra  nourishment  for  children  requiring  such  treat¬ 
ment.  Verminous  and  other  children  requiring  following  up  on 
account  of  faulty  home  conditions  are  visited  by  the  Female 
Sanitary  Staff. 
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The  following  table  gives  a  summary  of  the  results  of  the  reports 
of  the  visitors  engaged  in  following  up  in  connection  with  the  cases 
referred  during  the  year,  and  those  carried  over  from  the  previous 
year: — 


Table  III. 


“  Following'up  ” 
Agencies. 

Carried 

over 

from 

previous 

year. 

Referred 

during 

1919. 

Treated. 

Treatment 

refused 

or 

evaded. 

Left 

School, 

&c. 

Total 

reported 

upon. 

Cases  still 
under 
observation 
at  end  of 
year. 

iool  Attendance 

St  a  fi'— 

riaion . 

1 .7-25 

3,812 

3,689 

390 

224 

4,303 

1,234 

(06-02%) 

(7-04%) 

(4-05%) 

(  School 

)ental  |  Dentists’ 

770 

10,539 

5,105 

2,329 

284 

7,778 

3,531 

(  Cases. 

(45-67%) 

(20-59%) 

(2-51%) 

onsils  &  Adenoids 

1,234 

1,590 

1,483 

731 

219 

2,433 

'  391 

(52-51%) 

(25-89%) 

(7-75%) 

I male  Sanitary 

Staff — 

tedical  defects . 

1,329 

7,770 

3,572 

1,992 

133 

5,097 

3,408 

(39-23%) 

(21-88%) 

(1-40%) 

‘cneral  Neglect . 

1,11a 

4,775 

3,887 

_ 

62 

3,949 

1,937 

(00-04%) 

(1’05%) 

enninous . 

527 

1,700 

1,407 

_ 

17 

1,424 

809 

(6301%) 

(’76%) 

0  er  Agencies — 

edical  defects . 

197 

1.100 

256 

01 

10 

317 

940 

(18-87%) 

(4-50%) 

(’74%) 

Re-examinations  at  the  Schools. 


it 

at 

s, 

li¬ 

on 

ale 


These  are  carried  out  by  the  School  Medical  Officers,  who 
personally  examine  every  child  on  the  list  of  cases  for  supervision. 

Table  3 A7  in  tire  Appendix  gives  the  numbers  re-inspected  at 
schools  in  connection  with  each  defect.  In  addition,  19,81G 
re-examinations  were  made  by  the  Medical  Officers  of  children  who 
were  kept  under  observation  for  medical  defects  not  sufficiently 
serious  to  require  treatment. 
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3  lie  figures  in  the  table  do  not  indicate  the  total  number  of 
children  treated  in  the  year,  for  many  who  had  been  treated  were 
absent  or  had  left  the  school,  and  others  may  have  been  treated 
subsequent  to  the  re-inspection,  but  they  give  some  indication  of 
the  proportion  treated  for  each  defect. 

TREATMENT. 


Verminous  and  Filthy  Children. 

During  the  year,  5,344  children  were  cleansed  at  the  cleansing 
station  at  Mansfield  Street,  and  5,051  at  Beacon  Street,  a  total  of 
10,395,  compared  with  7,271  and  5,357  respectively  in  1918.  Of 
these,  250  were  cleansed  compulsorily  by  the  Staff  after  the 
statutory  notices  to  the.  parents  which  numbered  1,077.  It  was 
not  found  necessary  to  take  any  cases  into  Court.  Other  cleansing 
stations,  especially  in  certain  of  the  suburbs,  arc  urgently  needed. 

Minor  Ailments. 

Two  new  Clinics,  namely,  at  Erskine  Street  (to  serve  the  Edge 
Hill  and  Everton  Districts),  and  at  Old  Swan,  were  opened  in  May 
and  have  resulted  in  much  good  work  being-  done,  The  numbers 
attending  the  former  Clinic  soon  became  too  large  to  be  dealt  with 
satisfactorily;  on  some  occasions  as  many  as  250  attended,  and 
as  a  result  the  staff  attending  the  Clinic  had  to  be  largely  increased. 

Premises  for  the  proposed  Clinic  in  the  Mill  Street  area  had  not 
been  secured  at  the  end  of  the  year,  but  it  is  hoped  to  be  able  to 
open  in  1920  a  Clinic  to  serve  this  district. 

The  attendances  at  the  Clinics  are  shewn  in  the  following 
table: — 
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Table  IV. 


Clinics. 

New  Cases. 

Total  No.  of 
Attendances. 

Average  Daily 
Attendance. 

North  Corporation  . 

1,229 

12,924 

56 

Garston  . 

1,460 

19,619 

82 

Lodge  Lane  . 

1,984 

20,903 

107 

Erskinc  Street  (Opened May,  1919)  ... 

1,323 

16,747 

120 

Old  Swan  (Opened  May  1919)  . 

587 

9,930 

75 

Totals  for  1919  . 

6,539 

80,123 

86 

Totals  for  1918  . 

2,167 

26,762  - 

53 

On  Saturdays  the  attendance  at  all  the  Clinics  dropped  to  about 
15  or  20;  the  average  attendances  otherwise  would  have  been 
considerably  larger. 


Defective  Vision. 

During  the  year,  2,215  new  cases  were  treated,  344  at  the  three 
Clinics  and  1,901  at  the  consulting  rooms  of  the  practitioners 
approved  by  the  Committee,  and  l,GS0  cases  were  re-examined  at 
the  Clinics.  This  shews  a  falling  off  of  530  new  cases  and  389 
re-examination  eases. 

The  number  of  new  cases  treated  by  the  Committee  lias  steadily 
fallen  since  1915  (the  yearly  figures  being  5,008,  4,566,  3,094, 
2,775,  2,215),  owing  to  the  fact  that  arrears  have  gradually  been 
overtaken.  This  is  shewn  by  the-  numbers  of  first  notices  sent  to 
the  parents,  the  numbers  of  notices  sent  annually  from  1914 
onwards  being  6,550,  5,218,  4,593,  3,568,  3,120  and  2,749. 

It  is  still  a  matter  for  serious  comment  that,  having  obtained 
glasses,  a  large  proportion  of  the  children  do  not  wear  them 
regularly  even  at  school. 
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A  considerable  muni),  i  of  diildren  lose  or  break  tlieir  glasses 
shortly  after  they  have  been  obtained,  and  in  many  cases  the 
parents,  sometimes  owing  to  the  increased  cost  of  lenses,  but  more 
often  to  indifference,  defer  taking  the  glasses  to  be  repaired  until 
official  pressure  is  brought  to  bear  upon  them. 

Owing  to  the  reluctance  of  parents  to  pay  for  t lie  additional  cost 
associated  with  the  repair  of  lenses  in  rolled  gold  frames,  it  was 
decided  that  such,  frames  no  longer  be  supplied  to  children 
obtaining  treatment  under  the  Committee’s  scheme. 

The  reference  to  the  need  for  the  more  regular  treatment  of 
corneal  ulcers,  with  the  object  of  lessening  the  number  of  cases  of 
corneal  nebulae,  made  in  the  last  Annual  Report,  lias  to  some 
extent  been  dealt  with  as  recommended  by  ])r.  Livsey  and  the 
Medical  Officer  by  increasing  the  number  of  Minor  Ailments 
Clinics.  After  the  Clinic  in  the  Mill  Street  district  is  opened,  as  it 
is  hoped  will  be  the  case  during  3 020,  there  will  still  remain  the 
Kirkdalo  area  for  which  if  has  not  yet  been  possible  to  make 
provision. 


Teeth. 

The  return  from  service  of  the  three  part-time  dentists  in  March 
resulted  in  an  increase  in  the  amount  of  dental  treatment  carried 
out  at  the  Clinics.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  dental  staff 
consisted  of  one  whole-time  temporary  dentist  and  three  part-time 
dentists.  In  order  to  economise  tho  time  of  the  dentists  at  the 
schools  certain  of  the  nurses  working  at  the  Clinics  were  trained 
to  carry  out  the  examinations  at  the  schools  under  the  title  of 
Dental  Helpers,  and  after  a  six  months’  trial  of  this  scheme,  which 
proved  quite  satisfactory,  the  Committee  arranged  to  continue  this 
procedure.  The  children  dealt  with  are  of  the  ages  of  six,  seven 
and  eight,  a  new  age  group  being  added  •  a  eh  year  until  all  the 
children  of  t lie  age  of  six  and  upwards  attending  the  schools  dealt 
with  by  the  Clinics  come  under  the  Committee’s  scheme  of  treat¬ 
ment. 
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The  Committee  have  arranged  for  three  new  Clinics,  one  at 
Timpron  Street  (Smithdown  Road  area),  one  in  the  Mill  Street 
area  (South  end  of'  city)  and  one  in  Nether-field  Road  (North  end); 
it  is  hoped  that  these  Clinics  will  he  opened  in  1920. 

The  following1  is  a  summary  of  the  work  of  the  dentists  during 
the  year : — 

Number  of  children  examined  in  school  ...  13,481 

Number  of  children  requiring  treatment  ...  10,539 

(78‘2  per  cent.) 

Number  of  cases  accepting  treatment  ...  5,328 

Number  of  cases  treated  ...  ...  •••  4,515 

Number  of  schools  visited  ...  ...  •••  53 

The  details  of  the  treatment  are  shewn  in  Table  VI  of  the 
Appendix. 

Tonsils  and  Adenoids. 

The  Clinic  was  open  on  80  occasions,  and  846  cases  were  treated, 
an  average  of  10' 5  per  occasion.  In  28  cases  operation  had  to  ho 
deferred  owing  to  the  children  not  being  in  a  fit,  state  foi  opeiation. 
In  14  cases  (1*7  per  cent.)  considerable  haemorrhage  occurred  after 
the  operation,  it  being  in  two  instances  necessary  to  keep  children 
in  for  two  nights  instead  of  one.  Experience  has  proved  the  desira¬ 
bility  of  not  allowing  any  children  to  return  home  until  the 
following  da  \ ,  as  it  is  quite  impossible  to  forecast  which  children, 
if  any,  arc  likely  to  suffer  from  haemorrhage  or  collapse. 

Of  the  cases  attending  at  the  Clinic,  12  7  per  cent,  were 
considered  not  to  require  operation.  Additional  cases  are 
summoned  on  each  occasion  to  provide  for  this  contingency. 

The  Committee  has,  during  the  year,  considered  the  provision  of 
an  Aural  Clinic  as  recommended  in  the  last  Annual  Report,  and  it 
in  proposed  to  open  one  such  Clinic  during  11LU. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


The  number  of  school  cases  reported  during'  the  year  were:  — 
Measles,  1,780;  whooping  cough,  478;  and  scarlet  fever,  1,54-G;  as 
compared  with  3,171,  2,217,  and  1,495,  respectively,  for  1918. 

All  the  schools  were  closed  for  four  weeks  in  February-Marcli  on 
account  of  influenza. 


E.  W.  HOPE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Medical  Officer 
to  the  Education  Authority. 


Education  Office, 

14,  Sir  Thomas  Street, 

Liverpool. 
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(B)  Groups  other  than  “  Code.” 

Special  Cases,  4,436.  Number  of  Children  Re-examined,  30,000  (approximately). 
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Table  II. 

Return  of  Defects  Found  in  the  Course  of  Medical 
Inspection  in  1919. 


Defect  ou  Disease. 


(1) 

Malnutrition  . 

Unclcanlincss — Head  . 

Body  . 

Skin— 

Ringworm — Head 

Body  . 

Scabies  . 

Impetigo  . 

Other  Disease  . 

Eye— 

Defective  Vision  and  Squint 
External  Eye  Disease 
Eau — 

Defective  Hearing  . 

Ear  Disease . 

Teeth — 

Dental  Disease  . 

Nose  and  throat — 

Enlarged  Ton  ds 
Adenoids 

Enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids 

Mouth  Breathing  . 

Speech . 

Heart  and  Circulation — 

Heart  Disease— Organic 

Functional 

Ansomia 
Lungs — 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis — 

Dctinito . 

Suspected  . 

Chronic  Bronchitis  ... 

Other  Disease  . 

Nervous  System — 

Epilepsy  . 

Chorea... 

Other  Disease  . 

Non-pulinonary  Tuberculosis- 
Glands 

Bones  and  Joints 

Other  Forms . 

Rickets 

Deformities 

Other  Defects  or  Disease 


Code  Groups. 


03  . 

o  4.1 

£  E3 

o  £2 

•a  a 

* 

K  O 

t-. 

3 

YA 


(2) 

69 

3,782 

2,385 

10 

10 

41 

60 

65 

1 ,70G 
224 

49 

354 

3,724 

327 

105 

198 

1,004 

8 

11 

1 

163 
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Specials. 


12 

11 

50 


5 

1 

10 

23 

197 


*(3) 

182 

3 

9 

3 

3 

6 

86 

124 

1,512 

328 

136 

270 

1,705 

1,430 

171 

34 

814 

219 

41 

217 

501 


3 

29 

23 

835 

42 

8 

75 

10 

6 

12 

121 

108 
1 ,055 
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I3  B"g  \ 
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£  g  ; 
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(4) 

11 

153 

268 

180 

5 

63 

21 

40 

1,816 

97 

24 

59 

95 

87 

171 

128 

95 

17 

23 

4 

91 


31 

53 

8 

27 

13 

21 

2o 


19 

20 
7 

115 


*(5) 

19 


179 

19 

20 
26 
47 

2S2 

69 

26 

26 

17 

39 

24 

3 

20 

47 


34 

90 


29 

25 

8 

92 

9 

IS 

17 

9 

7 

19 

14 

8 

17S 


*  jjote. — Many  of  the  cases  in  columns  (3)  and  (5 
as  they  wore  already  receiving  treatment. 


wero  not  referred  for  treatment 


Numerical  Retui  .  of  all  Kxceplio  1  Child  ten  in  the 

Area  in  1919. 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Blind 

Attending  Public  Elementary 

(Including  partially  blind) 

Schools 

90 

114 

210 

within  the  meaning  of  the 

Attending  Certified  Schools 

Elementary 

Education  j 

for  the  Blind  • 

20 

18 

44 

(Blind  and  Deaf  Children)  ' 

Attending  Defective  Vision 

Act.  1893. 

Classes 

20 

22 

48 

I 

Not  at  School  ... 

8 

5 

13 

Deaf  and  Dumb 

Attending  Public  Elementary 

[(Including  partially  deaf) 

Schools  . 

— 

— 

— 

within  the  meaning  of  the 

Attending  Certified  Schools 

Elementary  Education  (Blind 

for  the  Deaf 

48 

51 

102 

and  Deaf  Children)  Act,  1893. 

Not  at  School  ... 

9 

13 

22 

Attending  Public  Elementary 

Schools  ...  . 

135 

97 

232 

Attending  Certified  Schools 

Feeble- 

for  Mentally  Defective 

minded. 

Children  . 

300 

233 

633 

Mentally 

Notified  to  tho  Local  (Control) 

Deficient. 

Authority  during  the  year 

4 

3 

7 

Not  at  School . 

39 

35 

74 

Imbeciles. 

At  School 

— 

— 

— 

Not  at  School  ... 

16 

23 

39 

Idiots. 

. 

0 

8 

14 

— -  \ 

Attending  Public  Elementary 

Schools 

7 

0 

]  3 

Attending  Certified  Schools 

Epileptics. 

for  Epileptics 

— 

* - * 

— — 

In  Institutions  other  than 

Certified  Schools 

4 

, 3 

7 

Not  at  School  ... 

40 

35 

75 

Attending  Public  Elementary 

Schools 

— 

— 

— 

Attending  Certified  Schools 

Pulmonary 

for  Physically  Defective 

Tuberculosis. 

Children 

■ - 

— - 

~’r- 

In  Institutions  other  than 

Certified  Schools 

27 

85 

02 

Not  at  School  ... 

101 

100 

327 

Attending  Pul >lic  Elementary 

Schools  . 

88 

85 

174 

Attending  Certified  Schools 

Physically 

Crippling 

for  Physically  Defective 

Defective. 

due  to 

Children 

45 

28 

73 

Tuberculosis 

In  Institutions  other  than 

Certified  Schools 

12 

12 

24 

Not  at  School  ... 

63 

64 

107 

Attending  Public  Elementary 

Crippling 

Schools  ...  . 

175 

214 

389 

due  to  cause 

Attending  Certified  Schools 

other  than 

for  Physically  Defective 

Tuberculosis 

Children  . 

202 

187 

389 

i.c.,  Paralysis 

,  In  Institutions  other  than 

Pickets, 

Certified  Schools 

10 

J  ( 

33 

Traumatism 

Not  at  School  ... 

191 

258 

452 

_ The  roturn  is  as  complete  as  the  figuros  available  permit. 
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Table  V. 

Inspection,  Treatment,  etc.,  o.‘  Children  during  1919. 


(1)  The  total  number  of  children  medically  inspected 

(whether  Code  Group,  special  or  ailing  child)  ...  57,116 

(2)  The  number  of  children  in  (1)  suffering-  from  defects 

(other  than  uncleanliness  or  defective  clothing  or 
footgear)  who  require  to  be  kept  under  observation 
(but  not  referred  for  treatment)  ...  ...  ...  19,816 

(Of  the  Code  Group  oases  inspected,  4,734,  or 
17  per  cent.,  required  to  be  kept  under  obser¬ 
vation.) 

(3)  The  number  of  children  in  (1)  who  were  referred 

for  treatment  (excluding  uncleanliness,  defective 
clothing,  &e.)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16,484 

(Of  the  Code  Group  cases  inspected,  7,140,  or 
25‘6  per  cent.,  were  referred  for  treatment.) 

(4)  The  number  of  children  in  (3)  who  received  treatment 

for  one  or  more  defects  (excluding  uncleanliness, 
defective  clothing,  &o.)  ...  ...  ...  ...  9,105 
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Table  VI. 

Treatment  of  Dental  Defects. 


,(1)  No-  of  half  days  devoted  to  Inspection 

(2)  '  ,,  ,,  ,,  Treatment  . 

(3)  No.  of  children  inspected  by  Dentists  or  Dental 

Helpers 

(-1)  No.  of  children  referred  for  treatment. 

(5)  ,,  ,,  treated  ... 

(G)  No.  of  children  in  (5)  who  have  previously  been  treated 
in  1018  or  earlier... 


(7)  Total  No.  of  attendances  made  by  the  r 
Clinics 


lildren  at  the 


(8)  No.  of  permanent  teeth  extracted 

(9)  ,,  ,,  ,,  filled  ... 

(10)  ,,  temporal y  teeth  extracted 

(11)  ,,  ,,  ,,  filled 

(12)  Total  No.  of  fillings 

(13)  Total  No.  of  Administrations  of  genen 

included  in  (8)  and  (10) 

(]-{)  No.  of  other  operations — permanent  teeth 
(15)  ,,  ,,  temporary  teeth 


tl  aiues theties 


153 

684 

13,481 

10,539 

4,515 

173 

6,261 

242 

2,118 

9,724 

1,808 

3,92-G 

2,920 
.  45 
24 
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APPENDIX  B. 

LIVERPOOL  EDUCATION  COMMITTEE. 


To  the  Chairman  of  the  Elementary  Schools  Management  Sub-Committee. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  ON  PHYSICAL  TRAINING. 

Sir, — 

I  have  the  honour  to- submit  the  following-  Report  upon  the  work 
done  in  Physical  Training  during  the  year  1919:  — 

1.  I  commenced  duties  as  Inspector  of  Physical  Training  under 
the  Committee  on  1st  September,  1919.  There  are  105  Elementary 
Schools  maintained  by  the  Committee,  and  these  have  all  been 
visited  at  least  once,  with  a  view  to  getting  a  knowledge  of  the 
facilities  available  for  exercise  in  tbe  schools,  the  nature  and 
amount  of  physical  training  already  attempted,  and  the  general 
attitude  of  teachers  towards  the  subject.  This  has  been  followed 
by  further  visits  so  far  as  the  time  has  permitted  for  the  purpose 
of  constructive  criticism,  conferences  with  Head  and  Assistant 
Teachers,  and  demonstrations  to  Teachers  in  methods  of  raising 
the  standard  of  work  to  a  higher  level.  The  new  ideas  underlying 
the  Board  ol  Education’s  revised  syllabus  in  the  subject  have  been 
explained  and  demonstrated,  and  have  invariably  met  with  approval 
and  enthusiasm.  Several  schools  have  started  organising  their 
classes  on  the  “Team”  system,  and  have  already  produced 
encouraging  results.  In  six  schools  the  “  Team  ”  system  has 
developed  into  a  well  conducted  “House”  system  throughout  the 
school.  This  makes  possible  the  utilisation  of  house  captains  and 
team  leaders  to  assist  the  teachers  in  supervising-  and  coaching  the 
games  in  the  large  classes. 

2.  During  thoyear  the  Committee  has  considered  a  Memorandum 
on  the  importance  of  physical  training,  and  has  adopted  the  policy 
of  a  daily  period  devoted  to  this  branch  of  school  work  wherever 
possible.  The  work  of  revising  Time  Tables  with  a  view  to  carrying 
this  out  is  now  proceeding. 


25 


3.  The  Committee  is  also  undertaking  the  purchase  of  J’laying 
Fields  for  the  use  of  classes  from  Elementary  Schools,  and  has 
come  to  an  agreement  with  the  Parks  and  Gardens  Committee  as 
to  the  use  of  Parks  and  open  spaces  for  this  purpose  also.  The 
work  of  surveying  the  playing  spaces  available  with  a  view  to 
securing  their  best  use  is  in  progress. 

4.  A  Memorandum  on  the  subject  of  the  provision  of  apparatus 
for  games  in  Playgrounds  and  organised  field  games  has  been 
considered  and  approved,  and  the  work  of  carrying  this  out  is  also 
in  progress. 


5.  I  have  got  into  intimate  touch  with  the  Sports  Committee 
of  the  Liverpool  and  District  Teachers’  Association,  and  the 
following  is  a  brief  summary  of  the  many  excellent  activities  of 
that  body :  — 


Football.  ' 


Cricket. 


Rounders. 
(for  Girls) 


A  Competition  comprising  three  leagues  has  entries 
from  29  Schools.  IS  Schools  have  also  entered  for 
a  “knockout”  competition. 

Last  season  25  Schools  entered  teams  for  the 
competition. 

Two  league  competitions  were  instituted,  and  13 
schools  entered  teams  in  each  league. 


Baseball.  The  Baseball  competition  attracted  IT  entries. 

Swimming.  3,504  swimming  certificates  of  3  grades  were 
awarded  as  follows:  — 


1st  Class.  2nd  Class.  3 rd  Class. 

Boys  ...  110  ...  .1,035  ...  1,692 

G-irls  ...  69  ...  205  ...  393 

Life  Saying.  Teachers’  certificates  were  won  by  2  boys. 

Proficiency  certificates  were  won  by  68  boys  and 
9  girls. 

Elementary  certificates  were  won  by  236  boys  and 
26.  girls. 
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Nine  Swimming  Galas  were  held  in  which  3,000  scholars  com¬ 
peted.  Activities  of  this  kind  must  naturally  encourage  the 
training  of  one  or  more  teams  in  a  school.  While  this  is  an 
excellent  thing",  the  time  has  come  when  more  extensive  training- 
should  he  attempted.  The  child  who  needs  games  most  frequently 
does  not  get  into  the  team.  It  is  hoped  with  the  additional  facilities 
now  being  provided  by  the  Committee  to  extend  the  benefit  of 
games  to  a  larger  number,  and  to  strengthen  the  enthusiasm  for 
making  delicate  children  stronger. 

6.  I  have  also  visited  the  Committee’s  Play  Centres,  and 
addressed  a  meeting  of  Play  Centre  Superintendents  on  the  subject 
of  games  suitable  for  Play  Centres.  I  have  every  hope  that  these 
Centres  will  play  an  important  part  in  the  work  of  improving  the 
health  and  physique  of  Liverpool  children. 

7.  The  work  in  the  Girls’  and  Infants’  Departments  lias  been 
supervised  during  the  year  by  Mrs.  Jones,  a  teacher  who  was  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  Supply  Stab'  during  the  war  for  this  purpose.  I  have 
received  considerable  assistance  from  her  in  visiting  Mixed  and 
Girls’  Departments  in  her  company  to  observe  what  was  being  done 
and  to  co-ordinate  methods.  In  doing  so  I  have  noticed  excellent 
results  in  the  teaching  of  Physical  Training,  Games  and  Dancing, 
which  demonstrated  the  effects  of  the  careful  and  enthusiastic 
work  done  by  her  as  supervising'teacher. 

8.  During  the  session  nine  voluntary  classes  in  Physical 
Training  and  lthythtmic  Movement  for  women  teachers  have  been 
in  operation.  Eight  were  held  in  the  evenings  and  one  on  Saturday 
mornings,  and  there  was  an  encouraging  response  from  the  teachers. 
Each  class  included  one  hour’s  physical  training  and  three- 
quarters  of  an  hour’s  rhythmic  dancing.  The  Physical  Training- 
lessons  were  conducted  by  teachers  from  the  Committee’s 
schools  and  the  Liverpool  Physical  Training  College,  and  the 
dancing  by  Miss  Einert.  1  have  visited  these  classes  and  demon¬ 
strated  the  ideas  underlying  the  revision  of  the  Board  of  Education’s 
Syllabus,  and  was  pleased  with  the  evident  interest  shown  in  the 


•subject  of  Physical  Training-,  which  must  later  produce  its  effects 
in  the  schools.  I  hope,  however,  in  the  next  session  to  see  more 
time  devoted  to  instruction  in  the  theory  and  technique  of  the 
Physical  Training  lesson. 


9.  In  the  coming  year  I  hope  to  see  some  results  from  the  plans 
which  are  now  in  hand  for  organised  games  in  the  Committee’s 
playing  fields  and  in  the  parks  and  open  spaces,  furthei  advances 
in  tho  teaching  of  Swimming,  numerous  summer  can.  in  con¬ 
nection  -with  the  Play  Centres,  and  encouraging  result  in  the 
Physical  Exercise  lessons  from  the  evident  and  growing  apprecia¬ 
tion  of  the  importance  of  Physical  Training  and  the  use  in  schools 
of  the  Hoard’s  revised  syllabus.  1  hope  then  to  prepare  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Committee  a  full  report  on  the  po  it  ion  of 
Physical  Training  in  Liverpool  Schools,  together  with  pi  posals 
for  its  future  organisation. 


(Signed)  ALE 'RED  E.  HARRIS, 

Inspector  oxi-  Physical  Training. 


Education  Office, 
Liverpool, 

24/7/  March,  1920. 


